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chronicle.” We allude not to thé mun- order has rendered him notorioas “not only in 
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dippased 40 pula siop io that executive infu- 
ence which had sought the destruction and, 
overthrow of Mr 8.] Mr 8. returned in peace 
to the bosom of his family, and was received 
with joyous acclamation by a numerous host 
of ſtiends whe felt to rejoice that innocence 
had ttiumphed over persecution, fanaticism. 
and despotism. 

Once more at peace, Mr. Smith flattered him- 
self that his relentless persecutors must have 
satiated their rage and exausted their ingenuity 
to find means to prosecute; and he had ſavora- 
bly hoped that had they invented any thing else, 
that the executive of this state, alive to the injus- 
tice that Mr. Smith had already experienced 
from the hands of Missouri, would not have 
countenanced or furthered any demands that 
might be made by that state upon the execu- 
tive of this, for the person of Joseph Smith.— 
This we believe he had reason to expect; he 
was in hopes that the time of his trials, pertain- 
ing to the tyrrany of that state, was at an end, 
and that he would be allowed to enjoy the pre- 
cious boon of liberty, and to dwell in peace in 
the bosom of his family, and with his friends. — 
Feeling perfectly secure, he set off with his {am- 
ily to Mr. Wassons’, to visit his wife’s sister, 
Mrs. Wasson and family, who resided about 
twelve miles from Dixon, Lee county, in this 
state. While he was there, a Mr. J. H. Re y- 
nolds, Sheriff of Jackson county, Missouri, (so 
he says) and Mr. Harman Wilson, of Carthage, 
arrived at Dixon, professing to be Mormon 
preachers; from thence they proceeded to Mr. 
Wasson’s, at whose house Mr. Smith was stay- 
ing. They found Mr. Smith outside of the 
door, and accosted him in a very uncouth un- 
gentlemanly manner, quite in keeping however, 
with the common practice of Missourians. The 
following is as near the conversation as we can 
gather. Reynolds and his coadjutor Wilson; 
both stepped up at a time to Mr. Smith with 
their pistols cocked, and without shewing any 
writ or serving any process, Mr. Reynolds with 
his pistol cocked at Mr. Smith’s breast, cried 
out, “G—d d— 2 you if you stir I’ll shoot— 
G—d d——n you—if you stir one inch I'll shoot 
you, G—d d——n you—be still or Pl shoot 
you by G—d.” “What is the meaning of this?’, 
interrogated Mr. Smith. “Ill show you the 
meaning by G—d, and if you stir one inch Pil 
shoot you, G—d d——a you.” “I am not afraid 
of your shooting, answered Mr. Smith, I am not 
afraid to die.” He then bared his breast, and 
said “shoot away, I have endured so much op- 
pression I am weary of life and kill me if yoy 
please. I ama strong man however, and with 
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my own natural weapons could soon level a 


stated to Reynolds: 


of yous but if you have any. legal process to 
serve, I am at all times subject to law and shall 
not offer resistance.” G- d——n you if you 
say another word, we'll shoot you, by G—d” 
“Shoot away” answered Mr. Smith; “I am not 
afraid of your pistols.” They then hurried him 
off to a carriage that they had, and without 
serving process, were for hurrying him of 
without letting him see, or bid farewell to hig 
family or friends. Mr. Smith then said, “gep- 
tlemen if you have any legal process I wish to 
obtain a writ of Habeas Corbus.” and wes 
answered, “G—d d——n you, you sha’nt have 
one. Mr. Smith saw a friend of bis passing 
and said these men are kidnapping me, and | 
wish a writ of habeas corpus to deliver myself 
out of their hands. This friend immediately 
proceeded to Dixon whence the Sheriff also 
proceeded full speed; on arriving at the house 
of Mr. McKenuie, tavern keeper, Mr. Smith 
was thrust into a room and guarded there with- 
out being allowed to see anybody, and horses 
were ordered in five minutes. Mr. Smith then 
“I wish to get counsel,” 
and was answered “G—d d——n you, you sha’a! 
have counsel, one word more G—d d——n yow 
and I'll shoot you.“ „What is the use of this so 
often,” said Mr. Smith, “I have often told you 
to shoot, and I now tell you again to shoot 
away;” and seeing a person passing he said, | 
am falsly imprisoned here, and I want a lawyer. 
A lawyer came, and had the door banged in his 
face with the old threat of shooting if he came 
any nearer, another afterwards came and receiv- 
ed the same treatment. Many of the citizens of 
Dixon by this time being apprised of his situa- 
tion stepped forward, and gave the Sheriff to 
understand, that if that was their mode of 
doing business in Missouri, they had another 
way of doing it here, that they were a law-abid- 
ing ‘people, and republicans, that Mr: Smith 
should have justice done him, and ‘have the 
opportnnity of a fair trial, but that if they per. 
sisted in their course, they had a very summary 
way of dealing with such people—and gave 
them to understand that Mr. Smith should not 
go without a fair and impartial trial. Mr. Rey- 
nolds finding further resistance to be useless 
allowed one or two attorneys to come to Bir. 
Smith, who gave them to understand that he 
had been taken up without process; that they 
had insulted and abused him, and he wanted: 
writ of habeas corpus. Up to thistime they 
had altogether refused to allow the counsel b 
have private conversation with him. 

A writ was sued out by Mr. Smith 
against Harman Wilson for a violation of th 


* relation to writs of habeas corpus, the 
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gid violation consisting in said Wilson having 
osferred said Smith to the custody of Rey- 
wids for the purpose of removing Mr. Smith 
» Missouri, and thereby avoiding the effect 
yi operation of said writ contrary to law. 

There was also another writ sued out from 
de cireuit court of Lee county, in favor of Mr. 
With, against Reynolds and Wilson for pri- 
nte damage, for false imprisonment, upon the 
qound that the writ issued by the Governor of 
flinois, was a void writ in law, upon which 
aid writ, said Reynolds and Wilson were held 
to bails; and were in the custody of the Sheriff 
of Lee county. Reynolds and Wil on obtained 
iwrit of habeas corpus for the purpose of being 
discharged before Judge Young of Quincy, but 
they did not go before Judge Young, but gav 
ail at Carthage for their appearance at the cir- 
ait court of Lee county in said action. 

Mr: Smith obtained a writ of habeas corpus 
fom the Masterin Chancery of Lee county, 
stumable before the Hon. John D. Caton, 
judge of the ninth judicial circuit, at Ottawa, 
won which said writ Mr. Smith was conveyed 
ty Reynolds and Wilson, towards Ottawa as 


place it was ascertained that Judge Caton wa. 
ma visit to New York. Upon which the 
party, Messrs. Smith, Reynolds, Wilson and 
ers in company returned to Dixon, where 
wother writ was issued by the said Master in 
Chancery, in ſavor of Smith, returnable before 
he nearest tribunal in the fifth judicial circui; 
wthorised to bear, and determine,writs of habeas 
corpus. It was ascertained that the neares 
tribunal authorised to hear and determine upon 
writs of habeas corpus, was at Nauvoo. On 
heir arrival at Nauvoo, a writ of habeas corpus 
was sued out before, and made-returnable to 
he Municipal court of the city of Nauvoo, d- 
rected to Mr. Reynolds, upon which said writ 
Mr. Reynolds did produce the body of said 
Smith before said court; objecting however, to 
de jurisdiction of said court. It was ascer- 


hined by the counsel for said Smith that the 


Municipal: court had full and ample power to 
hear and determine upon writs of habeas corpus. 
Upon examination before said court he was 
lischarged from said arrest upon the merits of 
aid case, and upon the further ground of sub- 


stantial defects in said writ so issued by the 


Governor of the State of Hiltnois. 

Why Governor Ford should lend hts assist- 
nee in a vexatious protecution of this kind we 
treat aloes to determine. He possesses a dis 
‘retionary power in such cases, and has a right 
o use his judgment, as the chicf magistrate of 
‘his State, and knowing, as he does, thut the 
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whole proceedi nga, eouncoted with this effair, 
ate illegal, thin that in justice he ought to 
have leaned to the side of th: oppressed and 
innocent, particularly when the pergecuted and 
proseented were citizens of his own State who 
had a right to bis sympathiesand to be shielded 
by his paternal care, asthe Father ofthis State. 
Does not his Excetiency know ? and do not all 
the citizens of the State know that the Mor- 
mons have been robbed and pille ged and plun- 
dered in that State without any redress? that 
the Mormons en-maese were exterminated from 
that State without any legal pretext whatever; 
und how then could they have. any legal claim 
upon Joseph Smith or any Mormon? Have the 
Mormons ever obtained any redress for injuries 
received in Missouri! No! Is there any pros- 
pect of their recieving remaneration for their 
loes, or redress for their grievances? No! When 
a demand was made upon the Governor of Mis- 
souri, by Governoe Carlin of this State for the 
persons who kidnapped several Mormons, were 
they given up by that State? No. Why then 
should our Executive feel so tenaciousin ful- 
filing all the nice punctillios of law, when the 
gras Pawpaw Grove, at which last mentioned! 1 ry diate that is making ‘these demands hag 

bed, murdered and exterminated by whole- 
sale without law and are merely making use of 
it at present as a ca'sepaw to destroy the inno- 
cent and murder those that they have already 
persecuted nearly tothe death. It is impossi- 
ble that the State of Missouri shoutd do justice 
with her coffers groaning with the spoils of the 
oppressed-and her hands yet reek ing with the 
blood of the innocent. Shallshe yet-gorge her 
bloody maw with other victims? 
Smith be given into her hands illegally} Never! 
No weven!! NONEVER!!! 


Shalt Joseph 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF THB GITY OF 


NAUVOO, ILLINOIS, 
Second day of special term, July 1st:, 1843. 


Before Adermen Wiliam Marke, Acting Chi: f 


Justice; and Aldermen Daniel H. Wells 
Newel K. Whitney, George W. Harris, Gus- 
tavas Mille, and Hiram Kimball, Associate 
Justiees 7 presiding. 
Meeres. Wa 
Parser & 
, Wick, Counsel for 
Situ. 
Mr. Mason, Counsel for Rernotrs. 


This case came before the court upon a re- 


on Habeas Conrus. 


turn to a writ of habeas corpus, which was is- 
sued by this court, on the 30th of June, 1843, 
upon the petition of Joseph Smit 
follows : 


State or 7 
City of Nauvoo. Ser. 
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Te the Honorable the Municipal Court, of the City) now, nor i he legally authorized: by the 5 


of Nauvoo, Hancock County, aad State of 

now :— 

Your petitioner, Joseph Smith, Senior, who 
hes been arrested by, and under the name of 
Joseph Smith, Junior, states on oath, that he is 
now detained as @ prisoner, and in the custody 
of Joseph H. Reynolds, in tho said city of Nau- 
voo, and state of Illineie, who claims to be the 
agent of the state of Missouri, and that your pe- 
titioner was arrested by one Harman G. Wil- 
son, by virtue of what purports to be a warrant 
issued by His Excellency, Thomas Ford, Gov- 


-ernor of the state of Illinois, in the county of 


Lee, and state of Illinois, and by said Wilson, 
your petitioner was delivered into the custody 
of said Joseph H. Reynolds, at and within. the 


county of Lee, aforesnid; that said supposed 


warrant, so issued by His Excellency, Thomas 


Ford. Governor as aforesaid, and the arrest 
' thereupon, and the imprisonment consequent 


— 


thereupon, by said Wilson, and afterward 
by said Joseph H. Reynolds, is illegal, and 
in violation of law, and without the author- 
ity of law. ashe ie informed and verily be- 
lieves, for the following, besides other rea- 
sons, to wit: 

Ist. The said supposed warrant eo issued by 
the said Governor of the State of Illinois, as 
aforesaid, does not confer any authority‘to ar- 
rest your petitioner, for that it commands the 
officers therein named, to arrest one Joseph 
Smith, Junior, whereas, the name of your pe- 
titioner is Joseph Emith, Senior, and your peti- 
tioner avers that he is not known and reputed 
by the name of Joseph Smith, Junior, 

nd. The said supposed warrant is defective 
and void, for that it does not recite that the 
Joseph Smith, Junior, mentioned therein, has 


. been demanded by the Executive of the State 


of Missouri, of the Executive of the State of 
Illinois. 

3rd. Said supposed warrant, is defective and 
void, for that it does not state that said Joseph 
Smith, Junior, therein named, has been indicted 
or that any other legal accusation of any oflence 
has been legally preferred, and is as pending 
against him in the said State of Miesouri. 

Ath. It is defective and void, for that it does 
not show that any legal foundation was fur- 
nished hy the Executive of the State of Mis. 
souri, upon which to issue the same; and your 
petitioner avers that the same was issued with- 
out due authority of law. 

5th. Said supposed warrant is in other re- 
spects defective and void. | 

6th. The said Joseph H. Reynolds, has no 
authority to detain your petitioner in custody; 
for that he is not an officer of the State of Illé- 


Governor of the State of Illinois, or ot Peo 
as the agent of the State of Miesouri, in (iy del | 
State of Illinois, or in any other character Was 
capacity to imprisen your petitioner within dake MU! 
said State of Illinois. one « 


7th. Your petitioner before the making 
the said arrest upon which he is now deta 
and imprisoned, had been arrested for the 
cause, and upon a charge for the same offe 
for which he is now arrested and imprisot 
by virtue of a warrant issued by the Gove 
of the snid State of Illinois, upon a requis 
of the Executive authority of the said State 
Missouri, and was discharged from said an 
and imprisonment by judgement of the 0 
cuit Court of Warren county, at a court hol 
in the said county of Warren, in or about 
month of June, A. D. 1841, in such man 
as not to be liable to the said second arrest 
the game cause. 

8th. Your petitioner is not a fugitive fr 
justice, and has not fled from the justice of 
said State of Missouri, and he is not guilty 
has not been guilty of treason in or agai 
the eaid State of Missouri. 

9th. Your petitioner was not, and has 
been within che limits of the said State of M 
souri, for more than four years next, beit 
the making of said arrest and imprisonm 
whereby he is now detained, nor for or dur 
four years before any indictment or other le 
accusation was preferred against him. 

10th. Your petitioner avers that the said s 


posed warrant, so issued by the said Gover Ls. 
of the said State of Illinois, and under color 

which your petitioner is now imprisoned, 

the document purporting to be an authority 
receive the said Joseph Smith, Junior, 1, Je 
wholly defective and insufficient to legally . her 
thorize the arrest and imprisonment of yout le 
titioner: Copies of which supposed warrant — 
the supposed authority from the Execute 
the State of Missouri are hereunto annexed. by the 


Wherefore, your petitioner prays thats 
of habeas corpus may be awarded, directed 


count 
the said Joseph H. Reynolds, commanding ba Ju 
that he bring your petitioner forthwith . ker 


without delay, before this honorable cout, 
gether with the causes of his caption and 
tention, in order that your petitioner ms! 
dealt with aceording to law; and your petit 
er as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
JOSEPH SMITH, Ser 
. Subscribed and sworn to before me, this * 


certai 
day of June, A. D, 1843, at the City of Nav — 
Illinois. . JAMES sLOAN 


Clerk of the Municipal Court, of the City 


Nauvoo. 
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dell of said City, Greeting : 

cter application has been mode before 
imm Municipal Court of said City that the body 


one Joseph Smith, Senior, of the said city of 
yoo, (Who is styled in the warrant by 
» be is held in custody, Joseph Smith Ju- 
40 is in the custody of Joseph H. Reynolds: 
are therefore to command the said Jo- 
oh H. Reynolds to safely have the body of 
nid Joseph Smith Senior, who is atyled Jo- 
u Smith Junior, in his custody detained, as 


Mate aid, together with the day and cause of his 
nes and detention, by whatever name the 
he ( Joseph Smith Senior may be known or 


aed, before the Municipal Court of said city 
with, to abide auch order as the said Court 
sl make in their behalf; and further, if the 
i Joseph H Reynolds or other person or per- 
having said Joseph Smith Senior of said 
yy of Nauvoo in custody, shall refuse or neg- 
% comply with the provisions of this writ, 
the Marshall of said City, or other person 


ndto arrest the person or persons so refusing 
«neglecting to comply as aforesaid, and bring 
un or them, together with the person or per- 
win bis or their custody, forthwith before 
de Municips! Court aforesaid, to be dealt with 
weording to law; and herein fail not, and bring 
his writ with you. 
Witness, James Sloan, Clerk of the 
Municipal Court at Nauvoo, this 30th 
is. dey of June in the year of our Lord 


three. 
JAMES SLOAN, Clerk. 

. „Joseph H. Reynolds, the within named, 
hereby return this writ, with the body of 
lweph Smith, with the following cause of cap- 

detention, towit: The within named 
jeeph Smith was arrested on a warrant issued 
n Governor of the State of Illinois, by one 
Hammon T. Wilson, a Constable of Hancock 
county, in the State of Illinois, on the 23d day 


"BB June A. D. 1843, a copy of which warrant 
# hereunto annexed and marked letter B. and 
7 delivered over to my custody as directed by 
é uid writ, The person of said Smith was, on 
i nid 23d of June, in the county of Lee and State 

„ Ulingie, by the said Wilson delivered over, 
i % my custody, and that I received and detain- 
3 td the said Smich in my custody by virtue of a 
„in warrant of attorney issued by the Gor- 

mor of the State of Missouri, a copy of which 


hereto. annexed, and marked lester B, 


borized to serve the same, are hereby requi- 


one thousand eight hundred and ſorty- 


34 


}} county in the State of Missouri, and thet the 
within detention referred to, is the same refer 

rod to, and noneothen 

1 JOSEPH H. REY NOLDS. 

Nauvoo, June 30th, A. D. 1843. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.) 

-Crey or Jurrzrson,* ‘ 

Know ye that I, Thomas Reynolds, Gover- 
nor of the State of Missouri, having full trust 

and confidence in the integrity and abilities of 


Joseph H. Reynolds, do hereby constitute and 


sppoint him as the agent of the said State of 
Missouri, to proceed to the State of Illinois, for 
the purpose of receiving from the. proper au- 
horities of thet State, one Joseph Smith, Jr., 


}| charged with treason by him committed against. 


the State of Missouri, and as having fied fram 
justice to the State of Lilinois, and I do here- 
by authorise and direct seid Joseph H. Rey- . 
nolde to convey said Joseph Smith Jr. from © 
the State of Illinois, and deliver him to the 
custody of the sheriff of Davies county in the 
State of Missouri. 

In testimony whereof, I have . 


ar set my hand, and caused to be affixed the 
great seal of the State of Missouri. 


Dene at the City of Jefferson this 13th day of 
June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundsed and forty-three. 

By the Governor, THO. REYNOLDS. 
Jauss L. 
Secretary of State, ‘ 
Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of Illinois, 
to all Sheriffs and Constables of any county | 
of the State, and to Harmon G. Wilson, of | 
the county of Hancock, greeting: : 
Whereas it has been made known tome by, 
the Executive authority of the State of Mis- . 
souri, that one Joseph Smith, Junior, stands 
charged with the crime of treason, the . 
State of Missouri, and alleged that Joseph 
Smith Junior has fled from the justice of the 
said State of Missouri, and taken refuge in the 
State of Illinois, 

Now therefore I, Thomas Ford, Governor of 
the State of Illinois, pursuant to the Constitu- , 
tion and Lawa of the United States and of this | 
State, do hereby command you to arrest and ap- , 
prebend the said Joseph Smith, Junior. ifhe be, 
found within the limits of the State aforesaid, , 
and cause bim to be safely kept and delivered 
to the custody of Joseph H. Reynolds, Eg. ., 
who hasbeen duly constituted the agent of he 
said State of Missouri to receive the mid fu-, 
gitive from the justice of seid State, be peying | 
all fees and charges for the srreat and appre- | 
hension of said Joseph Smith, Janior, and make, 


2g me to receive the said Smith, and convey! 


due returns to the Executive department of 


* 
| 
4 
king | | 
; | 
ofa 
e { 
ove 
| 
put 
est 
fr 
of 
ity 
| 
of 
bete 
on 
dur 
le 
d 80 i 
| | 
lor 
| 
| | 
| 
{ | 
| 
| | 
| 
i} 


State of ine manner in wien this writ n be 

executed. 

testimony whereof, I hereunte 
L 6. 

5 of the Btate to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Springfield, this 17th de: 
of June, io the yeat of our Lord one thous- 
and eight hundred and forty-three, and of 
the Independence of the yee States the 


wixty-seventh 
By the Governor, THOMAS FORD. 
Tromrson CamrBett, 
Secrdary of State. 


The following witnesses were examined, viz: 

Hyrum Smith, Parley P. Pratt, Brigham Young, 
George W. Pitkin, Lyman wigs and Sidney 
Rigdon. 

Hvnun Smirx ‘sworn. Said that the defen- 
dant now in court is his brother, and that bi, 
name is not Joseph Smith Junior, but his name 
{fs Joseph Smith Senior, and has been for more 
than two years past. Ihave been acquainted 
with him ever since he was born, which was 
thirty-seven years in December last, and I have 
not been absent from him at any one time, not 
even the space of six months since his birth, to 
my recollection, and have been intimately ac- 
quainted with all his sayings, doings, busines: 
transactions and movements, as much as an 
one man could be acquainted with another man’. 
busines up to the present time, and do know 
that he has not committed treason against an) 
State in the Union, by any overt act, or by 
levyitig wur, or by aiding and abetting, or as- 
sisting an enemy in any State in the Union. 
and that the said Joseph Smith Senior has not 
committed treason in the State of Missouri, no’ 
violated any law or rule of said State, I being 
personally acquainted with the transactions and 
doings of said Smith whilst he resided in said 
State, which was for about six months in th, 
year 1838; I being also a resident in said State 
durifg the same period of time, and I do know 
that said Joseph Smith Senior never was subjecy 
to military duty in any State, neither was he in’ 

e State of Missouri, he being exempt by the 
¢mputation or extraction of a bone from his leg, 
and by his having a license to preach the Gos- 
p W or being in other words a minister of the 
Gospel, and Ido know that said Smith never 
bore arms, as a military man, in any capacity 
Whatever, whilst in the State of Missouri, or pre- 
fious to that time; neither has he given any or- 
fers or assumetl any command in any capacity 
Whatevér; but Ido know that whilst he was in 
{he State Of Missouri, that the People commonly 
talled: Mormons, were threateried with violence 
gnd exterminstion; and on or about the first Mon- 
fay in August 1838,° at the tection at- Gallatin, 


ho were commonly called ‘Mormons were ſe 


set my hand and caueed the great sea { from that unhallowed circumstance an aff, 


the county deat in Davies countys the citize 
| bidden to exercise the nghts of franchise, 


|commenced, and a fight ensued among the cit 
zens of that place, and from that time a m0 
commenced gathering in that cotinty threatenin 
the extermination of the Mormons; the u 
Smith and myself upon hearing that mobs we 
collecting together, and that they had also m 
dered two of the citizens of the same place, ar 
would not suffer them to be buried; the si 
Smith and myself went over to Davies county t. 
learn the particulars of the affray, but upon o 
arrival at Diahman, we learned that none we 
killed but several were wounded—we tarried af 
night at Col. Lyman Wight’s, the next morning 
the weather being very warm and having beet 
very dry for some time. previously, the spring 
and wells in that region were dried up; c 
mounting our horses to return, we rode up t. 
Mr. Black’s, who was then an acting Justice o 
the Peace, to obtain some water for oursely 
and horses; some few of the citizens accompa 
nied us there, and after obtaining the refreshment 
of water, Mr. Black was asked by said Joseph 


1007 
Smith Senior, if he would use his influence tom whe 
see that the laws were faithfully executed and of s 
to put down mob violence, and he gave us -u 
per, written by his own hand, stating that be cou 
would do so. He also requested him to call to- visa 
gether the most influential men of the county on ers 
the next day that we might have an Interview i iph 
with them; to this he acquiesced, and according- tia 
ly the next day they assembled at the house of MJ mo 
Col. Wight and entered into a mutual covenant da 
of peace, to put down mob violence and to pro- cot 
tect each other in the enjoyment of their rights: ant 
after this we all parted with the best of feelings I 2 
and each man returned to his own home. This of 
mutual agreement of peace however did not last for 
long; for but a few days afterwards the mob be- co 
gan to collect again until several hundreds ren th: 
dezvoused at Millport, a few miles distant fron HW 
Diahman. They immediately commenced ma- a 
king aggressions upon the citizens called Mor- M 
mons, taking away their hogs and cattle, and th 
threatening them with extermination or utter ex - N 
tinction; saying that they had a cannon and there I ve 
should be no compromise only at its mouth: fre- th 
quently taking men, women and children prison- Hj er 
ers, whipping them and lacerating their bodies t 
with hickory withes,and tying them to trees and d 
depriving them of food until they were compel- di 
led to gnaw the bark from the trees to which Bt 
they were bound in order to sustain fife; treating Bt 
them in the most cruel manner they could in- I 
vent or think of, — 
could to excite'the indignation of the Morme 
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ecite the prejudice of the populace and thereby 
aid and assistance to carry out their hellish] 
es of extermination. Immediately on the 


hed from Far West to Austin A. King;} 
Jadge of the fifth judicial district of the State 
of Missouri, and also to Major General Atchi-} 
„n, Commander-in-chief of that division, and 


nation of the existing facts, and demanding im- 
nediate assistance. Gen. Atchison returned 
with the messengers and went ‘immediately to 
Diahman and from thence to Millport, and he 
found the facts were true as reported to him;— 
that fhe citizens of that county wete assembled ) 
together In a hostile atfitude to the amount of | 
two or three hundred men, threatening the utter | 


returned to Clay county and ordered out a suffi- 


cient military force to quell the mob. Imme-| 


returned; the mob commenced collecting again 


of sixty armed men to Far West; but they were 
in such a state of iasubordination that he said he 
could not control them, and it was thought ad- 
visable by Col. Hinkle, Mr, Rigdon and oth- 
ers that they should return home; General Don- 


tia of Caldwell and defend the town against the 


warmed, for he said Neil Gillum from the Platte 
country had come down with 200 armed men 
and had taken up their station at Hunter's mill, 
aplace distant about 17 or 18 miles north west 
of the town of Far West, and also that an armed 
force had collected again at Millport, in Davies 
county, consisting of several hundred men, and 
that another armed force had collected at De- 
Witt, in Carröll county, about 50 miles south 
east of Fat West, where about 70 families of the 
Mormon people had settled upon the bank of 
the Missouri river at alittle town called De- 
Witt. Immedlately a messenger, whilst-he was 
yet talking, came In from DeWitt, stating that 
three or four hundred men had assembled togeth 
er at that place armed cap-a-ple, and that they 
threatened the utter extinction of the citizens of 
that place if they did not leave the place imme- 
diately, and that they had also surrounded the 
town und eut off all supplies of ‘food, so that 
many of them were suffering with hunger. Gen. 
Doniphan seemed to be very much alarmed, and 
appeared to Be wing to do all he could to as 


vent or think of. 


Under this state of alarm, excitement and 
distress, the messengers returned from the Gov- 
ernor and from the other authorities, bringing 
the fatal news, that the Mormons could have no 
assistance. They stated that the Governor said 
that “the Mormons bad got into a difficulty with 
the citizens, and they might fight it out for all 
what he cared, He could not render them any 


assistance.“ 


few 


pople to rescue them, i1 order that they might 9 peoples he advised that a petition be immediate- 
uke that a pretext of an accusation for the ly got up and cent to the Governor. A petition 
reach of the law and that they might the better} was accordingly prepared and a messenger des- 
| patched immediately to the Governor, and an- 
| other petition wes sent ta Judge King. The 
Mermon people throughout the 
yithentication of these facts, messengers were fa great state of alarm, and also in great distress; 
they saw themselves completely surrounded 
with armed forces on the north and on the north 
west and on the south, and also Bogard, whe 
was a Methodist preacher, and who was then » 
er General Doniphan, giving them infor- |] captain over a'militia company of 50 soldiers, 
but who had added to his rumber out of the sur- 
rounding counties about a hundred more, which 
made his force about 150 strong, was stationed 
at Crooked Creek. sending out his scouting par- 
ties, taking men, women and children prisoners, 
driving off cattle, hogs a: . horses, entering into 
every house on Log and Long Creeks, rifling 
their houses of their most precious articles, such 
extermination of the Mormons, he immediately as money, bedding, and clothing, taking all their 
old muskets and their rifles or military imple- 
ments,threatening the people with instant death if 
diately after they were dispersed and the army || they did not deliver up all their precious things, 
and enter into a covenant to leave the state or 
soon after: we again applied for military aid, go into the city of Far West by the next morn- 
when General Doniphan came out with a force || ing, saying that “they calculated to drive the 
people into Far West, and then drive them to 
bell.“ Gillum also was doing the same on the 
| north west sideof Far West; and Sashall Woods, 
2 Presbyterian minister, was the leader of the 
mob in Davies countys and a very noted man of 
iphan ordered Col. Hinkle to call-out the mili-|} the same society was the leader of the mob in 
Carroll county; and they were also sending out 
mob, for said he, you have great reason to be] their scouting parties, robbing and pillaging 
houses, driving away hogs, horses and cattle, 
taking men, women and children and carrying 
them off, threatening their lives and subjecting 
them to all manner of abuses that they could in- 


The pedple of DeWitt were obliged to leave 
their homes and go into Far West; but did not 
until after many of them had starved to death for 
want of proper sustenance, and several died on 
the road there, and were buried by the way side, ' 
without a coffin or a funeral ceremony, and the 
distress, sufferings, and privations of the people 
cannot de expressed. All the scattered famifies 
of the Mormon poole all the counties except 

0 mer were driven into Par West, with bot’ 


country were in 
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This only increased their distress, for many was not true. Many people came to seq, they 
thousands who were driven there, had no habi- saw the houses burning, and being filled with 
tations or houses to shelter them, and were hud- || prejudice, they could not be made to believe but 
dled together, some in tents and others under that the Mormons set them on fire, which deed. 
blankets, while others had no shelter from the was most diabolical and of the blackest kind, for 
inclemency of the weather. Nearly two months indeed the Mormons did not set them on fire, nor 
the people had been in this awful state of con- meddle with their houses or their fields. And 
sternation, many of them had been killed, whilst || the houses that were burnt, together with the 
others had been whipped untill they had to pre-emption rights, and the corn in the fields, 
swathe up their bowels to prevent them ſrom had all been previously purchased by the Mor. 
falling out. About this time, General Parks mons of the people and paid for in money and 
came out from Richmond, Ray county, who was with waggons and horses and with other pro- 
one of the commissioned officers who was sent perty, about two weeks besore; but they had 
out to Diahman, and I myself and my brother not taken possession of the premises; but this 
Joseph Smith Senior, went out at the same time. wicked transaction was for the purpose of clan. 
On the evening that General Parks arrived at destinely exciting the minds of a prejudiced 
Diahman, my brother, the late Don Carlos populace and the Executive, that they might 
Smith's wife came in to Col. Wight's about e- get an order, that they could the more easily 
leven o’clock at night, bringing her two chil-|) carry out their hellish purposes, in expulsion or 
dren along with her, one about two years and a extermination or utter extinction of the Mor- 
half old, the other a babe in her arms. She came mon people. After witnessing the distressed 
in on foot, a distance of three miles, and waded situation of the people in Diahman, my brother 
Grand River, and the water was then about Joseph Smith Senior and myself returned back 
waist deep, and the snow about 3 inches deep. '0 the city of Far Wert, and immediately des- 
She stated that a party of the mob, a gang of ruf- patched a messenger, with written documents: 
fians, had turned her out of doors, had taken her t General Atchison, stating the facts as they 
heusehold goods and had barnt up her house, did then exist, praying for assistance if possi- 
and she had escaped by the skin of her teeth — ble, and requesting the editor of the “Far 
Her husband at that time was in Virginia, and | West” to insert the same in his newspaper, but 
she was living alone. This cruel transaction ex- he utterly refused todoso. We still believed 
cited the feelings of the people in Diahman, es- that we should get assistance from the Gover- 
pecially Col. Wight, and he asked Gen. Parks, nor. and again petitioned him, praying for as- 
in my hearing, how long we had got to suffer such || sistance, setting forth our distressed situation; 
hase violence? Gen. Parks said he did not know and in the mean time the presiding Judge of 
how long. Col. Wigkt then asked him what | the County Court issued orden - upon affidavits 
should be done? Gen. Parks told him che made to him by the citizens—to the Sheriff of 
should take a company of men, well armed, and the county, to order out the Militia of the coun 
go and disperse the mob wherever he should find ty to atand in constant readiness, night and day, 
any collected together, and take away their to prevent the citizens from being massacred, 
arms:” Col. Wight did so precisely, according which fearful situation they were exposed to 
to the orders of Gen. Parks. And my brother every moment. Every thing was vety por. 
Joseph Smith Sen. made no words about it.— tentious and alarming. Notwithstanding all 
And after Col. Wight had dispersed the mob and this, there was a ray of hope yet existing in the 
put a stop to their burning houses belonging to minds of the people that the Governor would 
the Mormon people and turning women and chil- render us assistance; and whist the people 
dren out of doors, which they had done up to were waiting anxiously for deliverance—men 
that time to the amout of 8 or 10 houses which women and children frighteaed, praying and 
were consumed to ashes—after being cut short wecping—we beheld at a distamce, crossing the 
in their intended designs, the mob started up a prairies and approsching the town, a large army 
new plan. They went to work and moved their||in military array, brandishing their glittering 
families out of the county and set fire to their worde in the sunshine, and we could net but 
houses, and not being able to incense the Mor- ſeel joyful for a moment, thinking that probs 
mons to commit crimes; they had recourse to bly the Governor had sent an armed force to 
this stratagem to set their houses on fire and our relief, notwithstanding the awful forepod- 
send runners into all the counties adjacent, to inge that perveded our breasts. But to our great 
declare to the people that the Mormons had burnt}| surprise, when the army errived they eame up 
up their houses and destroyed their fields, and and formed « line ig double file in one half 
if the people would not believe them, they would} mile on the east of the city of Far West, and 
tell them to go and see if what they had said! despatohed three messengers with a white flag 
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to come. to the city. They were met by Cap- viously, and joined the main body of the army; 
tim Morey with a few other individuals, whose) he knowing well at what hour te ferm a june 
names I do not now recollect. I was myself ton with the main body. Mr. Rich then 26 
standing close by, and could very distinctly || turned to the city, giving this information.—. 
hear every word they said. Being filled with The Colonel immediately despatched a second 
anxiety, I rushed forward to the spot, expecting || messenger with « white flog. to request another 
to hear good news—but alas! and heart-thrilling || interview with General Dovipban, in order to 
to every soul that heard them—they demanded touch his sympathy end compassion, and if , 
three persons to be brought out of the city be- it were possible, for him to use his best endea- 5 
fore they should massacre the rest, The names vors to preserve the lives of the people, Oa , 
of the persons they demanded, were Adam the return. of this messenger, we learned that 
Lightner, John Cleminson and his wife. Im-|| several persons had been killed by some of the 
mediately the three persons were brought forth Soldiers who were under the command of Gen- 
to bold an interview with the officers who had eral Lucas. One Mr. Carey bad his Lrains 
made the demand, and the officers told them knocked out by the britch of = gun, and he lay 
they had now a chance to eave their lives, ſor bleeding several hours, but his family were not 
they calculated to destroy the people and lay permitted toapproach him, nor any one else al 
the city in ashes. They replied to the officers, |i lowed to administer relief to him whilat he loy 
and said. If the people must be destroyed, upon the ground, in the agonies of death. Mr. 
and the city burned to ashes, they would re- Carey had just arrived in the country, from the 
main in the city and die with them.” The oſ- State of Ohio, only a few hours previous to the 
ficers immediately returned, and the army re-|\ arrival of the army. He had a family, consist- | 
treated and encamped about a mile anda half ing of a wife and several small children. He 
from the city. A messenger was immediately || was buried by Lucius N. Scovil, who is now 
despatched with a white flag from the Colonel || the senior warden of the Nauvoo Lodge. An- 
of the Militia of Far West, requesting an in-|| other man, of the name of John Tanner, was 
terview with General Atchison and General || knocked on the head at the same time, and his 
Doniphan; but asthe messenger approached || skull laid bare the width of a man’s hand, and 
the camp, he was shot at by Bogard, the Meth- || he lay, to all appearance, in the agomes of” 
odist preacher. The name of the messenger || death for several hours; but by the permission |; 
was Charles C. Rich, who is now Brigadier|| of General Doniphan, hia friends brought him 
General in the Nauvoo Legion. However, he out of the camp, and with god nursing ‘he » 
gained permission to see General Doniphan; slowly recovered, and is now living. There 
healed requested an interview with General || was another man, whose name is Powell, who 
Atchisen. General Doniphan said that Gene-|| was beat on the head with the britch of a gua 
ral Atchison had been dismounted by a special || until his skull was fractured and bis brains run 
order of the Governor a few miles back, and had out in two or three places. He is now alive, 
been sent back to Liberty, Clay county. He and resides in this county, but has lost the use 
also stated that the reason was, that he (Atchi-of his senses. Several persons of ‘his family 
von,) was too merciful unto the Mormons, aud were also left for dead, but have since recover- 
Boggs would not let him have the command, ed. These acts of barbarity were also com- 
but had given it to General Lucas, who was mited by the soldiers under the command of 
from Jackeon County, and whose heart had be- General Lucas, previous to having received the 
come hardened by bis former acts of rapine and Governoi’s order of extermination. 
bloodshed, be being one of the leaders in mur- It was on the evening of the 30th of October, 
dering ydriving, plundering and burning some || according to the best of my recollection, that 
two or three hundred houses belonging to the the army arrived at Far West, the sun about — 
Mormon people in that connty in the years 1833 half an hour high. In a few moments after-' 
and 1834. warde, Cornelius Gillum arrived with his amy. 
Mr. Rich requested General Doniphan to and formed a junction. This Gillum had been 
spare the people, and not suffer them to be mas-jistationcd at Hunters mills for about two. 
sacred until the next morning, it then being months previous to that time—committing de- 
evening. He cooliy agreed that he would not, predations upon the inhabi‘ante—capturing 
and also said that be had not as yet received || men, women and children, and carrying them 
the Governor's order, but expected it every off as prisoners, lacersting their bodies. with. 
hour, and should not make any further move hiekery withes. The army of ‘‘Gillum’” were, 
until he had received it; but he would not make painted like Indians, some of them were 
any piomisen ao far as regarded Neil Gillum's more conspicuous than were others. designated: 
army. he having strived afew minutes.pre-" by red spots, and be, alen, was painted ia si-. 
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milar manner, With red sputs marked on his, was ‘sutruunded with a strong guard, aud no 
face, ond styled bimself the men worvan or child was permitted to go out 
Curr.” They would whoop ead ho low and} or come in, under the penalty of death. Many 
yell as nearly like Indiens as they could, and of the citizens were shot in attempting to go 
continued to do 80 all tha’ nigit. In the mor-|/out to obtain sustenance for thempelves and 
ning early, the Colonel of Mifitia sent a mes-}| families. There was one field fenced in, cor- 
sengert into the comp with a white flag, to have|| sisting of twelve hundred acres, mostly cover- 
another interview with Generel Doniphan.— ed with corm. It was entirely laid waste by the 
On his return, he informed us that the Cover- horses of the army, and the next day after the 
pors order had arrived. General Doniphan arrival of the army, towards evening, Colonel 
paid that the order of the Governor was, 40 Hinkle came up from the camp, requesting 10 
terminate the Mormons dy God, but he would |/see my brother Joseph, Parley P. Pratt, Sidney 
‘ be damned if he obeyed that order, hut General |} Rigdon, Lyman Wight, and George W. Rob- 
Lucas might do what he pleased. We imme ||inson, stating that the officers of the army 

diats'y learned. from General Doniphan || wanted a mutual consultation with those men, 

* the Governor’s order that had arrived was on- eo erating that Generals Doniphan, Lucas, 

Jy acopy of the original, and thet the origina’ || Wilson aud Graham—(however General Gra- 
order was in the hands of M jor General Clark, ham is an honorable exception: he did all he 
who was on his way to Far West, with an ad- could to preserve the lives of the people, oon- 
ditional army of six thousand men.“ Immedi- trary to the order of the Governor ,)—he, Hin 
ately afier thie, there eame into the city a mes- K le, assured then that these generals had pledg- 
renger from Haun’s Mill, bringing the intell- |} ed their sacred honor that they should not be 
gence of an awfal massacre of the people who | abused or insulted, byt should be guarded back 
were residing in that place, and that a furce of | in safety in the morning, ot 60 soon as the con- 
two or three hundred, detached from the main || sultation wae over. My brother Joseph replied 
body of the army, under the superior command that he did not know what good he eeuld do 
of Colonel Ashley, but under the immediate in any consulistion, as he was only u private 
command of Captain Nehemiah Ge npstock.} individual; however he said that he was al- 
who, the day previous, had promised them || ways willing to do all the good he ceuld and 
peace and protection, but on receiving a copy || would obey every law of the land, and then 
wf the Governor's order ** te exterminale or to leave the event with God. Ther immediately 
expAl” from the hands of Colonel Ashley, he jj started with Colonel Hinkle to go down into 
returned upon them the following day and sur- the camp. As they were going dewn about 
prised and morsacreed the whole population of || half way to the camp, they met General Lucas 
the town, and then came on to the town of Far [with ea phalanx of men, with a wing to the 
West and entered into conjunction with the right and to the left, and a four-pounder in the 
main body of the army. The messenger in-||centre. They supposed he was coming with 
formed us that he himeelf with a few others} this strong force to guard them inf? the camp 
fled into the thickets, which preserved them . in safety; but to their surprise, when they came 
from the massacre, and on the following morn- up to General Lueas, he ordered ‘his men to 
ing they returned and collected the dead bodies surround them, and Hinkle stepped up to the 
of the people and cast them into a well; and General and said, “ These are the prisoners | 
there were upwards of twenty who were dead |i agreed to deliver up.” General Lacae drew 
or mortally wounded, and there are several of | hie sword and said, gentlemen, you are my 
the wounded who are now living in this city.— || prisoners, and about that time the main ermy 
One, of the name of Yocum, has lately had hig were on their march to meet them. They came 
leg smputated, in consequence of wounds|| up in two divisions, and opened to the right end 
he then received.‘ He had a ball shot hrough || left, and my brother and his friends were mar- 
his head, which entered near his eye and came||ched down through their lines, with a strong 
out at the back part of his head, and another! guard in front, and the cannon in the rear, tothe 
ball passed throazh one of his arms. comp. amidst the whoopinge, hollowings, yel- 
The army. during all the while they had lings and shoutings of the army, which was 
been oncemped ein Far West, continued to hy es horrid and terrific that it frightened the in- 
waste ſie de of corn, making hogs, shecp and|/habitants of the city. It is impossible to de- 
cattle common plunder, and shooting themi|sciibethe feelinge of horror and distress of the 
down forsport. One mum shot a cow and took, people. After being thus betrayed they were 
a strip of her skin, the width of his hand, from] placed under a strong guard of thirty men, arm- 
her head to her teil and tied it around tree, to fed cap-a-pie, which they relievéd every two 
slip bis halter into; to tie his horse to. The city hours. ‘There they were compelled to lay on 
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theovld ground that night, and were toldin 
ptsin tanguage, that they need never to expect 
theit liberties again. So far for their honore 
pledged. However, thie was as much as could 
be expected from a mob under the gerb of mili- 
tary and executive authority in the State o. 
Miseouri. “On the next day, the soldiers were 
permitted to patrol the streets, to abuse and 
insult the people at their leisure, and enter into 
houses and pillage them, and ravish the wo- 
men, taking away every gun and every other 
kind of arms or military implements: and 
about twelve o’clock on that day Colonel Hin- 
kle came to my house with en ormed force, 
opened the door and called me out of doors end 
delivered me up asa prisoner unto that force. 
They surrounded me and commanded me to 
march into thecamp. I told them that I could 
not go: my family were sick, and { was sick 
mysolf, and could not leave home. They said 
they did not care for that—I must and should 
go. Tasked when they would permit me to re- 
turn. They made ine no answer, but forced 
me atong with tue point of the bayonet into the 
camp, and put me under the same guard with 
my brother Joseph—and within about half an 
hour «afte. wards, Amasa Lyman wes also 
brought and placed under the tame guard.— 
There wo were compelled to stay al that night, 
ond Me on the ground: bet along some time in 
the game night, Colonel Hinkſe came to me 
and told me that he had been pleading my 
case befote the Court Martial, but he was afraid 
he should not succeed. He said there was a 
Court Moriint then in session, consistigg of 
thirteen or fourteen officers, Cirenit Judge A. 
A. King, and Mr. Birch, Distriet Attorney; also 
Sashiel Woods, Preshytetian pries“, and about 
20 other priests of the different religious denom- 
inatione in that country. He said they were 
determined fo shoot us on the next morning in 
the poblie square in Far West, I made him 
no reply. On the next morning about sunrise, 
Genstol Doniphan orderéd his brigade to take 
up the line of march and leave the camp. He 
came to us where we were under guard, to! 
hake hands with us, and bid us farewell. Hie 
first ta lutation was, By God you have been sen- 
tetced by ‘the court martial to be shot this’ 
morning; but I will be dammed if I will have 
any of the honor of it. or any of the disgrace of 
it; thetefore I have ordered’ my brigade to take’ 
ap the line of march and to leave the eam; for 
I‘cotisidetit'to be cold blooded merder,and I bid 
you farewell ahd hé went away. ‘This move- 
ment of General Doniphan, made considerable 
excitement in the army, and there was consid - 
erable athotiget the officers. We 
listened very ‘attentively, and frequently beutd 


it mentioned by the giard, that the damned 
Mormors would not be'shot this tiate. In « 
few moments the guard was relieved with « 
new set; one of those new guard said that the 
damned Mermens would not bs shot this time, 
for the movement of General Doniphan had 
frustrated the whole plan, and that the officers 
had called another court martial, and had on 
dered us to be taken to Jackson county, and 
there to be executed; and in a few moments 
two large wagons drove up and we were or- 
d+ red to get into them, and while we were get~ 
ting into them, there came ap four or five men 
armed with guns, who drew up and enapped 
their guns at us, in order to kil! us, some fiash- 
edin the pan, and others only snepped, but 
none of their guns went off. They were im- 
mediately arrested by seyeral officers and their 
guns taken from them, and the drivers drove 
off. We requested of General Lucas to let as 
go to our houses and get some clothing; in er- 
der to do this, we had to be drove up into the 
city. It was with much difficulty that we could 
get his permission to go and see our families 
and get some clothing; but after considetable 
consultation, we were permitted to go under 
a strong guard of five or six men to each of as, 
and we were not permitted to speak to any one 
of our families, under the pain of death. The 
guard that went with me ordered my wife to 
get me some clothes immediately, within two 
minutes, and ifshe did not do it, I should go 
off without them. I was obliged to submit to 
their tyrranical orders, however painful it was, 
with my wife and children clinging to my arms 
and tothe skirts of my garments, and was not 
permitted to utter tothem a word of consola- 
tion, and in a moment was hurried away from 
them atthe point of the bayonst. We wera 
hurried back tothe wagons and ordered into 
them, allin about the same space of time. In 
the mean while our father, and mother, and 
sisters, had forced their way tothe wagons to 
get permission to see us; but were forbidden 
to speak to us; and they im nediwe'y drove off 
for Jackson county. We travelled about twelve 
miles that evening, ond eneamped forthe night. 
The sime strong guard was kept around us, 
and were relieved every two hours, and we 
were permitted to sleep on the ground, the 
nights were then cold, with considerable snow 
on the ground, and for the want of covering and 
clothing, we suffered extremely with the cold. 
That right wos a commencement. ofa fit of 
sickness from which I have not wholly reeov- 
ered unto this day, in consequence of my ex- 


posure to the inclemency of the weather. Our 


provision was frésh becf roasted in the fire on 
stick; the army baying ao bread in conse- 
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q veuce of the want of milis to grind the grain. 
In the morping at the dewa of day, we were 
forced on our journey, and were exhibited to 
the inbabitaats along*the road; the same as 
they exhibita carrevan of elephants or camels. 
We were examined from head to foot, by men 
women and children, only I believe they did 
not make us open our mouths to look at our 
teeth. This treatment was continued inces- 
santiy, until we arrived at Indepencence, iu 
Jackson county. After our arrival at Indepen- 
dence, we were driven all through the town for 
inspection, and then we were ordered into an 
old log bouse, and there kept under guard as 
ususl, until supper, which was served up to us 
as we sat upon the floor, or on billetts of wood, 
and we were compelled to stay in that house 
all that night and the next day. They contin- 
ued to exhibit us to the public, by letting the 
people come in and examine us, and then go 
away and give place for others, alternately all 
thet day and the next night; but on the morn, 
ing of the following day we were all permitted 
to go to the tavern to eat and tojsicep; but after. 
ward they made us pay our own expenses, for 
beard, lodging, and attendance, and for which 
they made a most exorbitant charge. We re- 
mained in the tavern about two days and two 
nights, when an officer arrived with authority 
from General Clark, to take us back to Rich- 
mond, Rey county, where the general had er- 
rived with his army to await our arrival there; 
but on the morning ef gur start for Richmond, 
we were informed by General Wi'son, that it 
was expected by the soldiers that we would be 
hung up by the necks on the road, while on the 
march to that place, anc that it was prevented 
by demand made for us by General Clark. 
who hed the command in consequence of sen- 
jority, and that itwas his prerogative to exe- 
cute us himseli; and he should give us up into 
the hands of the officer, who would take us to 
General Clark, and he might do with us as he 
pleased. During our stay at Independence, the 
officers informed us that there were eight or 
ten horses in that place belonging to the Mor- 
mon people, which had been stolen by the sol- 
diers, and that we might have two of them to 
tide upon, if we would cause them to be sent 
back to the owners afier our arrival at Rich- 
mond. We accepted of them, and they were 
rode to Richmond, and the owners came there 
und got chem. We started in the morning un- 
der our new officer, Colonel Price, of Keyu- 
ville, Chariton county, with sevral other men 
to guard us over. We arrived there on Friday 
evening, the 9:h dey of November, and werc 
thrust into an old log house, witha strong 
guard pieced over us. After we had been 


, there tar the epace of held en hous, shese came 
| in a man who was said to have some meotoriety 


in the penitentiary, bringing in his bande a 
quantity of chains and padlocks. He said he 
was commanded. by General Clark to put 
us ia chains. Immediately the soldiers rose 
up and pointing their guns at us, placed 
their thumb on the cock, and their finger on 
the trigger; aud the stato's prison keeper went 
to work; putting a chain around the leg of each 
man, and fastening it on with a padiock, until 
wo were all chained together, seven of us. 
In a few moments came in General Clark, 
we requested to know of him what wea the 
cause of all this harsh and cruel treatment .— 
He refused to give us any information at that 
time; but said he would in a few deys; eo we 
were compelled to continue in that situation; 
camping on the floor, all chained together, 
without any chance or means to be made com- 
ſartable; having to eat our victuals as it was, 
served up io us, using our fingers and teeth in- 
stead of knives and furks, Whilst we were in 
this situation, a young man of the name of Grant, 
brother-in-law to my brother William Smith, 
came to see us, acd put up at the tavern where 
General Clark made his quarters, he happened 
to come in time to see General Clark make 
choice of his men, to shoot us on Monday morn- 
ing, the 12th day of November, he saw them 
make choice of their rifles, and load them with 
two halls in each, andafter they had prepared 
their guns, Generel Clark ssluted them by saying 
‘Gentlemen, you shall have the honor of shoot- 
ing the Mormon leaders on Monday morning 
at eight o'clock But in consequenc of the ir - 
fluence of our friends, the heathen general wes 
intimidated, so that he durst not carry his mur- 
derous designs inte execution, and sent @ mes- 
senger immediately to Fort Leavenworth to ob- 
tain the military code of laws. After the mes- 
senger’s return, the general was employed near- 
ly a whole week, examining the laws; so 
Monday passed sway without our being shot: 
however, it seemed like foolishness to me for 
so greata man as General Clark pretended to 
be, should have to search the military. law to 
find out whether preaches of the gospel, who 
never did military duty, could be subject to 
court mertial. However, the general seemed to 
learn that fact after searching the military code, 
and came into the old log cabin where we were 
under guard, and in chains, and told us he had 
concluded to deliver us over to the civil author - 
ities; as persons guilty of treasen, murder, ar- 
son, lerceny, theft, and stealing. The poor 
deluded genera) did not know the diffecence 
between theft, larceny, and stealing. Accor 
dingly we were banded aver to the pretended 
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et! authorities; and the next morning eur 
chains were taken off, and we were guarded to: 
the cosrt-house, where there was a pretended 
court in session; Austin A, King being the 
judge, and Mr. Birch, the district attorney ;— 
the two extremely and very honorable gontle- 
men who saton the court martial when we 
were sentenced to be shot. Witnesses were 
called up and sworn at the point of the bayonet 
and ifthey would not swear to the things they 
were told to do, they were threatened with in- 
stent deeth, and I do know, positively, that the 
evidence given in by those men whilst under 
duress, was felse. This state of things was con- 
tinued twelve or fourteen days, and after that 
time we were ordered by the judge, to intro- 
ducesome rebutting evidence, saying, if we 
did not do it, we would be thrust into prison. 
I could hardly understand what the judge 
meant, for 1 considered we were in prison al- 
ready, and could not think of any thing but the 
persecations of the daysof Nero, knowing that 
it was a religious persecution, and the court an 
inquisition: however, we gave him the names 
of forty persons who were acquainted with all 
the persecutions and sufferings of the people.— 
The judge made out a subpena, and inserted 
the names ef those men and caused it to be 


placed in the hande of Bogard, the notorious 


. soldiers and started for Far West. 


Methodist minister, and he took fifty armed 
I saw the 


_ subpeena given to him and his company, when 


they started. In the course ofa few days they 
returned with most all those forty men, whose 
names were inserted in the subpena and thrust 
them into jai], and we were not permitted to 
bring one of them before the court, but the 
judge turned upon us with an air of indignation 
and said, gentlemen you must get your wit- 


| nesses or you shall be committed to jail imme- 


diately; for we are, not going to hold the cour- 
open on expense much longer, for you any how. 
We felt very much distressed and oppressed at 
thattime. Colonel Wight ssid, what shall we 


do Our witnesses are all thrust into prison, 


— 


— 


and probably will be, and we have no power to 
do any thing, of course we must submit to this 


tyrranny and oppression; we cannot help our 
- selves. Several others made similar express. 


ions in the agony of their souls; but my broth- 
er Joseph did not say any thing, he being sick 
at that time with the tooth ache, and ague in 
his face, in consequence of a severe cold brought 
on by being exposed to the severity of the 
weather. However, it was considered best by 


General Doniphan and Lawyer Reese, that we 


should try to get some witnesses before the pre- 


tended ort. Accordingly, | myself gave the 


names of about twenty other persons; the judge 


— 


inserted them in a subp@oa, and caused is to 
be placed into the hands of Bogard the Metho- 
dist priest, and he again started off with his &f- 
ty soldiets to take those men prisoners, as be 
had done to the forty others. The judge sat 
and laughed at the good opportunity of getting 
the names, that they might the more easily cap- 
ture them, and so bring them down to be thrast 
into prison, in order to prevent us from getting 
the truth before the pretended court, of which 
himeelf was the chief inquisitor or conspisator. 
Bogard returned from his second expedition 
with one prisoner only, whom he aleo thrust in- 
to prison. 

The people at Far West had learned the in- 
trigue and had left the State, having been made 
acquainted with the treatment of the former 
witnesses. But we, on learning that wecould 
not obtain witnesses; whilst privately consel- 
ting with each other what we should do, dis- 
covereda Mr. Allen, standing by the window 
on the outside of the house, we beekoned to 
him as though we would have him come in, he 
immediately came in. At that time Judge 
King retorted upon us, again, ssying, gentie- 
men are you not going to introducc some wit- 
nesses; also, saying it was the last day he 
should hold the court open for us, and if we did 
not rebut the testimony that had been given 
against us, he should have to commit us to jail. 
I had then got Mr. Allen into the house, and 
before the court, so called. I told he judge 
we had one witness, if he would be so good as 
to put him under oath; he seemed unwilling to 
do so; but after a few moments consultation, 
the state’s attorney arose and said he should 
object to that witness being sworn, and that he 
should object to that witness giving in bie evi- 
dence at all; stating that this was nota court 
to try the case, but only a court of investiga- 
tion on the part of the state. Upon this, Gen- 
eral Doniphan arose, and eaid ‘he would be God 
damned ifthe witness should not be sworn, and 
that it wasa damned shame that these defen- 
dants should be treated in this manner; that 
they could not be permitted to get one witness 
before the court, whilst all their witnesses, 
even forty at a time, have been taken by force 
of arms, and thrust into the ‘bull-pew’ in order 
to prevent them from giving their testimony.’ 
After Duniphan sat down, the judge permitted 
the witness to be sworn, and enter upon histes- 
timony. But so soon as he began to speak, a 
man by the name of Cook, who was a brotherin- 
law to Priest Bogard, the Methodist, and who 
was a lieutenant, and whose place at that time, 
was to superiniend the guard, stepped in be- 
fore the pretended court, and took him by thw 
nape of his neck and jammed bis bead down 
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ender we pole er log of wood, that was placed 
vp stound the place where the inquisition was 
sitting, to keep the by-standers from intruding 
upon the majesty of the ingvisitors, and 
jammed him along to the door, and kicked him 
out of doors. Ho instantly turned to some to 
diers who were standing by him, and raid to 
their, ‘go ond shoot him, damn him, shoot him» 
damn him.“ 

The soldiers ran after the man to shoot him, 
he fled for hie life and with great difficulty 
made hisescape. The pretended court imme- 
diately arose, and we were ordered to. be car- 
tried to Liberty, Clay county, and there to be 
thrust into jail. We endeavored to find out for 
what cause, but all that we could learn was be- 
eacee we were Mormons, The next morning 
a large wagon drove up to the door, and ao 
blacksmith came into the house with some 
chains end handcuffe, he said his orders were 
from the judge, to handcuff us, and chain u- 
together, he informed us that the judge had 
made out a mittimus, and sentenced us to jail 
fer treason; he aleo said the judge had done 
this that we might not get bail; he also said 
the judge stated his intention to keep us in jail 
umil all the Mormons were driven out of the 
etate; he also aid that the judge had further 
stated that-if he let us out before the Mormons 
had left the state, that we would not det them: 
leave, and there would be another damned fuse 

icked up; I also heard the judgesay myself, 


pose. We were aleo subjected to the necensi. 
ty of eating human fiesh, for the space of five 
days, or go without food, except a little coffee, 
or a little corn bread, the latter I chose in pref- 
rerence tothe former. We none of us pertook 
of the flesh except Lyman Wight; we also 
heard the guard which was placed over us mak- 
ing sport of us, saying that they had fed us up- 
on ‘Mormon beef.“ I have described the ap- 
pearance of this ficsh to several experienced 
physicians, and they have decided that it wes 
human flesh. We learned afterwards, by oue 
of the guard, that it was supposed that that 
act of savage cannibalism, in feeding us with 
human flesh, would be considered @ popular 
deed of notoriety; but the peuple on learning 
that it would not take, tried to keep it sceret; 
but the fact was noised abroad before they took 
that precaution. Whilst we were incarcerated 
in prison, we petitioned the Supreme Ceurt of 
the State of Missouri fur habeas corpur,.twicc» 
but were refused both times by Judge Rey- 
nolds, who is row the Governor of that State 
We also petitioned one of the county. judges 
for a writ of habeus corpus, which was granted 
in abuut.three weeks afierwards; but were not 
| permitted to have any trial; we were only te. 
ken out ofjail and-kept out fer a few hours and 
then semanded back again. In the course of 
three or four days after that time, Judge Torn- 
yham came into the jail in the evening, and 
said he had permitted Mr. Rigdon to get bail, 


whilst he was sitting in his pretended court, 
that there wav no law for us, nor the Mormons, 
in the State of Missouri: that he had sworn to 
see them exterminated, and to see the Govern- 
or’s order exccuted tothe very letter, and that 
he would do so; however, the blacksmith pro- 


but said he had to do it in the night, end had 


to get away in the night, and unk now to 
any of the citizens, or they would kill him; for 
they had soch to kill him if.they could find 
him: aod as tothe rest of us, he dared not let 
us ge. for fear of his own liſe, as well as ours. 


ceeded and put the irons upon us, aud we were He said it was dumned hard to be confined un- 


ordered into the wagon and they drove off for 
Clay county, and as we journeyed along on 
the read, we were exhibited to the inhabitants 
and this course was edopted all the way, thus 
making @ public exhibition of us, until we ar- 
rived at Liberty, Clay County. Phere we were 
thrustinto prison again, and locked up—and 
were held’ there in close conſinement ſor the 
the space of six months, ond our place of lodg- 
ing wes the square side of a hewed white oak | 
log—and our food was any thing but good und 
decent; poison was administered to us three or 
four times, the effect it had upon our system. 
was, that it vomited us almost to death, and 
then we would lay some two or three days ina 
torpid, stupid state, not even cating or wishing 
for life. The poison being administered in too 
large doses, or it would inevitably have prove: 
fatal, had not the powcr of Jehovah interposed 


der such circumstonces, fur he knew we were 
jinneeent men, and he said the people also knew 
it; and that it was. oply a persecution and 
treaebery, and the scenes of Jeckson county 
acted over again, for fear that we wrald be- 
come toe numerous in that upper country. He 
said the plan was coneoeted fiem the gevernor 
down to the lowest judge, and that that damned 
Baptist priest, Riley, who was riding into town 
every day to watch the people, stirring up the 
minds of the people against us all be could, ex, 
citing them and stirring up their religious pre, 
judices against us, fur fear they would let uf 
go. Mr. Rigdon, however, got bail end mad¢ 
his escape to Illinois. The jailor, Samuel Til 
lery, Heq,. told ue also, that the whole plac 
was concoeted by the governor dewn to thé 
lowest judge in that upper country, early ir 


in our behalf, to save us from theif wicked pur- 


the previous spring, and that the plan wee mor 
fully earried out at the time thet Genera 
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Alchison went down te Jeuereon Cuy, ein 
General Wilson, Lucas and Gillum, the self- 
syled ‘Dstewars Curr.’ This wos scme 
time in the month of September, wien the 
mob were collected at De Witt, in Carrol! 
county. He also told usthat the governor was 
now ashamed enough of the whole t:ansacrion 
and would be glad to set us at liberty if he 
dated to do it; but said he, vou need not be 
concerned, for the governor has laid a plan for 
vour release, Ile also said that Squire Birch 
the State’s Attorney, was appointed to be Cir. 
cuit Judge, on the circuit passing through Da- 
vies county, and that he (Bitch), was inatructed 


tv fix the papers, so that we would be sure to 
beclear from amy incumbrance, in.a very short, 


ume. 


Sametime in April, we were taken to Davics 


county, as they ecaid, to have a trial, but when 
we arrived at that place, instead of finding 8 
court or a jury, we found enother inquisition, 
and Birch, who was the district attorney, the 


tame man who was one of the court martial 


when we were sentenced to death, was now 
the circuit judge of that pretended court; and 
the grand jury that was empannelled, were all 
atthe massacre at Hawn’s Mil, and.live'y ac- 
tors in that awful, solemn, disgiaceful, cool- 
blooded murder, and all the pretence they made 
of excuse, wae, they had dono it because the 
governor ordered them to do it. The same jury 
tat us u jury in the day time, aod were placed 
over us eg a guard ia thenight time; they tacn- 
talized and boasted over ue, of their grat 
achievements al Hawn's Mills, and at other pla- 
ces, telling us how many houses they had 
burned, and how many sheep, cattle and hogs 
they had ds.ven off, belonging to the Mormons, 
and how many rapes they had committed, and 
what squealing and kicking there was among 
the damned bitches; saying ‘hat they lashed 
one woman upon one of the dam: ed Morinon 
meeting benches, tying her hands and her feet 
faet, and sixteen of them abused her as much 
as they had a mind to, and then left her bound 
and exposed in that distressed condition. There 
fiends of the lowcr region boasted of these acts 
ef barbarity, and tantalized our feelings with 
them for ten days. We bad heard of these 
acts of ciuelty previous to this time, but we 
were slow to believe that such acts of cruelty 
had been perpetrated. The lady who was the 
subject of their brutality, did not recover her 
health, to be able to help herself for mere than 
three mouths afterwards. This grand jury 
constantly eelebraicd their achievements with 
grog and glass in band, like the Indian warriors 
algtheic war dances, cinging and telling each 
ether of their exploitr, in murdering the Mor- 


in pundetin g — carrying 


off theis propesty; at the end .ofsewery, song 
they would brieg in the ehef¥a: Ged damn 
God, God damn Jess Christ, God damn the 
Presbyterians, God damn the Betts. God 
damn the Methodists,’ reitersting one set aſ- 
zer another in the game manner, until they 
dame to the Mormons, to them it ve, ‘Ged 
damn the God damn Mormons; we have sent 
them to hell.“ Then they would slop their hand® 
and shout hosanne, hasanna, glory to God, and 
fall down on their backs, and kiek with their 
fect afew moments; then they would e end 
to have swouned away into a glorieustrance, in 
order to imitate some of the transactions o 
camp meetings. Then.they would pretend to 
come out of their trunce, and weuld chout and 
again slap. theis hands and jump up, while 
one would takea botile of whiskey and a tum- 
bier, and turn it out full of whiskey, and pour 
it down each other’s necks, crying ‘damn it 
jake it. you must take it; and if any one refused 
to drink the whiskey, others would clinch him 
whilst another poured it down his neck, and 
what did not go down the ineide, went. down 
the outside; this is a part of the farce acted out 
by the g and jury of Davies county, whilst they 
s'ood over us as guarda, forten nights success- 
ively. And all this in the presence of the great 
Judge Birch, Who had previously said in out 
hearing, that there was no law forthe Mor- 
mons in the state of Missouri, His brother was 
then acting as district attorney in that circuit, 
and ifany thing, was a greater canniba! than 
the judge. Afterall these ten days of drunk- 
ennets, we were informed that we were indic- 
ted for treason, murder, arson, larceny, theft end 
stealing. We asked fora change of venue from 
that county to Marion county, but they would 
not grant it; but they gave us a change of venue 
trom Davies to Boon county; and a mittimue 
was made out by the pretended Judge Birch, 
without date, nameor place. They fitted us 
out with a two-horse wagon, and horsce, en! 
four men, besides the sheriff, to be our guard 
there were five of us. We started from Galla- 
tin the sun about two hours high, P. M., and 
went a6 far as Diahman that evening and staid 
till morning. There we boughtgwo horses of 
the guard and paid for one of them in ourc!oth- 
ing, which we had with us, and for the other 
wegave our note. We went down that day as 
far as Judge Morin’s, a distance of some four 
or five mites. There we staid until the morn- 
ing, when we started on our journey to Boos 
county, and travelled on the road abcut 7 
ty miles distance. There we Loughta ive of 
whiskey, with which we treated the com 


end while there the sheriff showed us the . 
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